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SUBJECT: ELECTION SIDELIGHTS IN THE NORTH 
REF: OPORTO 149 

1 . POSTER WAR: AFTER FIRST EEK OF ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN, COMMUNISTS 
(PCP) APPEAR TO HAVE SUCCEEDED IN POSTERING/PAINTING MORE WALL 
SPACE IN URBAN AREAS THAN ANY OTHER PARTY. FINANCE, ORGANIZATION 
AND MOBILIZATION CONTRIBUTED TO PCP SUCCESS AND ALLOWED THEM TO 
GET JUMP ON COMPETITION DURING OPENING DAYS OF CAMPAIGN. THERE 
ARE ALSO UNCONFIRMED REPORTS THAT PCP PROPAGANDIZING EFFORTS IN 
THE NORTH HAVE BEEN HELPED BY USE OF 60 CARS JUST PURCHASED FROM 
NORTHERN DEALERS, IN PART TO REPLACE BOMBING LOSSES. POPULAR 
DEMOCRATS (PPD) ARE CLOSE SECOND IN POSTER/PAINTING COVERAGE AND 

DO MUCH BETTER IN RURAL TOWNS WHERE BATTLE IS CONSIDERED A STAND-OFF. 
SOCIALISTS (PS) SPENT CONSIDERABLE RESOURCES PROMOTING MARCH SUMMIT 
AND ARE NOW TRYING TO CATCH UP DURING CAMPAIGN PROPER. 

2. ELECTION CAMPAIGNING: SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC CENTER PARTY(CDS) 

HAS BEEN MOST SUCCESSFUL THUS FAR WITH RALLIES AND DEMONSTRATIONS 
WHILE ONLY ATTEMPTING TO MAKE ITS PRESCE FELT IN POSTER WAR. 

THREE WELL-ATTENDED CDS DEMONSTRATIONS WERE HELD DURING OPENING WEEK- 
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APRIL 1 1 RALLY IN DOWN-TOWN OPORTO DEMONSTRATED BROAD CDS APPEAL EVEN 
IN TRADITIONAL LEFT-OF-CENTER AREA (REFTEL). PPD HAS CHOSEN TO USE 
MOTORCADES AND WHISTLE-STOP CAMPAIGN TO REACH RURAL POPULATION . PCP 
HAS ADOPTED FESTIVAL AND ENTERTAIMENT APPROACH COMPLETE WITH FOLK 
MUSIC, POETRY READING AND HARD-ROCK BAND BACKING UP PARTY LINE 
SPEAKERS. 

3. MISCELLANEOUS: PPD WON LOCAL PRESS ACCLAIM FOR IMAGINITIVE USE 
OF PARTY BANNERS ON LAMP POSTS LINING AVENUES INTO CITY. MONARCHISTS! 
PPM) 

AND CHRISTIAIN DEMOCRATS(PDC) ARE LIMITED TO USING 

STREET PAINTS AND OCCASIONAL 

POSTERS. 
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